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Factsheet: the Role of a Qualified Teacher of learners with Vision Impairment (QTVI)
QTVIs carry out a central role in the education of children and young people with vision impairment from birth, working in homes, early years settings, schools and post 16 settings. This includes:

· Managing referrals from health, settings and families to education with clear referral routes and eligibility criteria
· Providing direct support to babies and young children with vision impairment and their parent carers in the home to support early development and learning through play and to promote parental confidence.
· Assessing children and young people's functional vision in liaison with health professionals
· Liaising with health professionals on the range of available low vision devices and how to use them 
· Advising in mainstream and specialist early years, school and FE and HE settings on strategies for curriculum access and independent learning 
· Guiding the work of other professionals, such as teachers, teaching assistants and therapists through INSET, ongoing specialist advice and direct teaching

· Teaching specialist skills, for example Braille, the use of specialist equipment and ICT, and independent living and learning skills
· Adapting and modifying teaching and learning resources in print, audio or tactile formats and training setting based staff to do this
· Advising on access arrangements for exams

· Using strategies to help develop the visual and communication skills of children and young people with additional or complex needs.

· Advising on and how appropriate communication strategies can enhance children and young people's functional vision

· Informally assessing learning environments for accessibility and health and safety, and reviewing access plans (in line with the Equality Act)
· Liaising and working with habilitation workers on mobility and independence skills 

· Promoting and delivering training on emotional wellbeing and social and communication skills.

· Providing a birth to 25 service, including effective transition arrangements at key stages from birth through awareness raising, training, transfer of information and ensuring specialist equipment is in place in the new setting

· Supporting students through transition into post 16/FE provision and into independent adulthood.

QTVIs hold a specialist mandatory qualification (MQ) which is based on a wide range of learning outcomes set out in a national specification. Ofsted visited the providers as part of a survey to evaluate the quality and impact of the training, and the extent to which the provision met the national specification. They found:

‘Parents, headteachers, LEAs and organisations concerned with the education of children with SEN have a high regard for the MQs. … As a result of the training, most teachers are better able to raise the achievement of pupils with sensory impairment, not only their academic attainment but the whole range of their other achievements, including mobility, communication and life skills.’ 
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