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Results from the first year of the phonics screening check
A briefing for SEC
Background
The Government has introduced a mandatory phonics check for children aged five and six. Phonic decoding is the ability to connect the sounds of spoken English with letters or groups of letters and to blend the sounds of letters together. The check involves children reading out up to 40 words in five minutes - some real and some not - to a teacher in a one-to-one situation. 
The purpose of the check is to confirm whether individual pupils have learnt phonic decoding  to an appropriate standard set by the Department for Education. The intention is that pupils who have not reached the standard will receive support from their school to ensure they can improve their phonic decoding skills. Children who do not meet the standard will be given support in the final half of the summer term and will take the test again at the end of the autumn term in Year 2.  
It is now a statutory requirement for all schools to carry out the screening check in Year 1. All schools completed the check for the first time in June 2012 and the results have been published
Disabled children and children with SEN

A number of organisations have been highly critical of the Government’s focus on phonics to the exclusion of other types of learning and have argued strongly that phonics is not appropriate for some children with SEN. 

The Government’s intention is that the check should be taken by as many pupils as possible. Guidance for schools will include information on how to modify the check for disabled children and children with SEN. However, where schools feel a child is working well below the level of the check they will have the option to disapply that child. Schools will have to tell parents if they disapply their child.
SEC’s position on the phonics check 

· There are risks to focusing solely on phonics as children learn in different ways;
· This should not be a test. The check should be tiered rather than having a single ‘pass or fail’ threshold;
· Reasonable adjustments need to be made to the check for disabled children;
· Any decision to disapply a child from the phonics check should be based on careful assessment and should be discussed with parents in advance.
First Year results
 
· Overall, 24% per cent of children with SEN met the required standard compared to 65% of pupils with no identified SEN. The gap is 41 percentage points;
· 42% of children with statements were disapplied from the test and only 12% reached the required standard;
· In special schools, 68% of children were disapplied from the test and only 1% of children reached the required standard;
· Children with severe learning difficulties, autism or a multi-sensory impairment  were most likely to be disapplied;
· Children with moderate/severe learning difficulties and specific learning difficulties were least likely to reach the required standard.
A summary of the results can be found in the Annex
Matthew Dodd, November 2012

Annex

Results for children with SEN by provision type

	
	Meeting the required standard 
	Not meeting the required standard 
	Dissapplied from the test

	No identified SEN
	65%
	34%
	0%

	All SEN pupils
	24%
	68%
	7%

	School Action
	25%
	72%
	2%

	School Action +
	25%
	68%
	6%

	SEN with a statement
	12%
	45%
	42%


Results for children in special schools 

	
	Meeting the required standard 
	Not meeting the required standard 
	Dissapplied from the test

	Special schools
	1%
	31%
	68%


Results for children with SEN by impairment 

	
	Meeting the required standard 
	Not meeting the required standard 
	Dissapplied from the test

	Specific Learning Difficulty
	17%
	71%
	12%

	Moderate Learning Difficulty
	11%
	76%
	12%

	Severe Learning Difficulty
	2%
	35%
	63%

	Profound & Multiple Learning Difficulty
	2%
	28%
	69%

	Behaviour, Emotional & Social Difficulties
	29%
	64%
	6%

	Speech, Language and Communications Needs
	23%
	68%
	8%

	Hearing Impairment
	30%
	53%
	17%

	Visual Impairment
	35%
	57%
	7%

	Multi-Sensory Impairment
	24%
	52%
	24%

	Physical Disability
	28%
	57%
	14%

	Autistic Spectrum Disorder
	24%
	45%
	30%

	Other Difficulty/Disability
	27%
	59%
	13%


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.education.gov.uk/researchandstatistics/statistics/allstatistics/a00213773/phonics-screening-ks1-england-2012" �http://www.education.gov.uk/researchandstatistics/statistics/allstatistics/a00213773/phonics-screening-ks1-england-2012� 
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