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A description of Low Incidence Needs and Disability 

Background:

In 2006 Peter Gray (with colleagues in the Special Needs Consultancy Research Team) was asked to undertake a national audit of “low-incidence” special needs for DfES.  The most commonly used reference for low incidence special needs comes from that report.  

A NatSIP working group was asked to consider a description of low incidence special educational need and disability which may be helpful to policy and decision makers in the 2012 environment.  Whilst written for children and young people with sensory impairment this description may suit other low incidence groups. 

This links with the work of the SEN Green Paper pathfinder pilots, especially the SE7, which has a focus on children and young people with low incidence SEND. 

Description, adopted by NatSIP following consultation and revision: 

Low incidence special educational need and disability (LISEND): 
· A need which has the potential to have an adverse impact on learning and development unless additional measures are taken to support the child/young person.
· The prevalence rate is so low that a mainstream setting is unlikely to have sufficient knowledge and experience to meet these requirements. Settings will need to obtain specialist support and advice on how to ensure equitable access and progression (against national standards).
· The prevalence rate is so low that any formula for allocating specialist resources for additional needs, which is based on proxy indicators of need, will not reflect the true distribution of children and young people identified as having low incidence SEND. 
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