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VISION 2020 UK – Pathway for Children and Young People (0 to 25 years) with Vision Impairment, and their Families
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VISION 2020 UK – Service Provision for Children and Young People (0 to 25 years)

	Health

Screening

· Neonatal / 72 Hours

· 6 to 8 weeks

· 4 to 5 years

Clinical intervention (including genetic testing)

Low vision assessment 

Provision of and support to use aids and equipment

Monitoring of eye condition

Therapeutic intervention for other conditions

Genetic testing and guidance

Social Care

Initial and Core Assessment

Habilitation/rehabilitation

Identification of needs 

Advice and information, including welfare rights

Home adaptions

Direct payments for one to one support

Leisure and play opportunities

Respite and short breaks. (for disabled children)

Transition planning to adult services


	Education
Specialised provision by qualified staff (0 to 25 years)

· Qualified teacher of the Vision Impaired (QTVI)

· Habilitation Worker

· Setting support – VI specific

· Access to resources

Transitions (14 to 25 years)

· 14+ transition review and transition plan.  Access to information, advice and guidance

· Skills development

· Social participation 

· Focus on wellbeing 

· Signposting to career support
Voluntary Sector

Facilitate peer support and mentoring

Specialist VI Support

Information and advice

Key working

Advocacy / mediation

Recreational and leisure opportunities

Support to individuals, parent carers, siblings, family members, professionals and communities

Influencing Policy and Practice

Monitoring and holding ‘to account’

Public education and awareness


GLOSSARY OF TERMS:

Qualified Teacher of Vision Impaired Children (QTVI): QTVIs have additional training to gain the mandatory qualification in working with children with vision impairment, and can work in special and mainstream schools and colleges or within local authority vision impairment service teams in an advisory or teaching role, including working in home settings.

Habilitation: the acquisition of mobility, orientation and other independent living skills in relation to children and young people born with vision impairment or who acquire it during childhood. A qualified habilitation specialist is the lead specialist in delivering this training. He/she is responsible for assessing the habilitation needs of the child and all aspects of the training programme. They work with the young person, their family, and other professionals, such as specially qualified teachers to ensure a joined up approach.

Early support: is a way of working, underpinned by 10 principles that aim to improve the delivery of services for disabled children, young people and their families. It enables services to coordinate their activity better and provide families with a single point of contact and continuity through key working. It focuses on ensuring that service delivery is child, young person and family centred and that services and practitioners work in partnership with children, young people and their families.

Keyworking: is an approach to support defined by a set of functions, such as navigating, enabling, co-ordinating. The overall aim of key working is to ensure the provision of holistic care and support to meet the individual needs of the child and their family. The care and support should be family-centred, not only child-centred. The individual offering key working support should strive for an open and supportive relationship with the child and their family, and this should be developed through regular and proactive contact.

Screening: Screening is aimed at the primary prevention of visually impairing disease (such as retinopathy of prematurity) as well as reducing the impact of already established disease (such as congenital cataracts). Screening procedures are set out in the National Screening Committee Child Health Sub-Group Report on Vision Screening (Hall and Elliman, 2006): all newborn and 6-8 week old babies should be examined as part of the routine review to exclude retinoblastoma, glaucoma and cataract since they are treatable and, respectively, life and sight threatening; and a specialist neonatal ophthalmic examination is recommended for babies at a known higher risk of vision disorders, such as very low birth weight and pre-term babies or babies with a known hearing impairment or with other major disabilities. All children should be screened for vision impairment between four and five years of age by an orthoptist-led service

Initial Assessments: This is the first assessment that will be carried out by the Local Authority if they decide that the child may be 'in need' under the Children Act 1989. This assessment will look at the needs of the child and may include interviews with parents/ carers and the child, as well as gathering information from other professionals, giving a brief overview of the child's situation.  An Initial Assessment should be carried out within seven or ten working days ( depending on the Local Authority).

Core Assessments:  If the Local Authority decides that the child is eligible for support, a further, more in-depth assessment will be carried out which will look at the needs of the individual child and the services and support that could be put in place to best meet those needs. The time scale for a Core Assessment to be carried out is 35 working days. Within this time, services may be put in place whilst the assessment is being carried out and the Social Worker will work with other professionals who know the child to arrange these services. A 'Child in Need' meeting may be held to devise a 'Child in Need' plan.

Emotional Support





Certification and Registration (where appropriate)





Identification of potential vision impairment





Early Support and Key Working





Engagement with parent carer (and child or young person where possible)	





Assessment of vision impairment and/or related conditions





Statutory assessment (education, health and social care)





Service Provision – Health, Education, Social Care, Voluntary Sector (�HYPERLINK \l "Service_Provision"�see table on service provision�)





Regular review and updating of provision





Transition into Adult Pathway









