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[image: image1][image: image2.emf][image: image3.emf]All radio aids have two main parts: the transmitter and the receiver. The person talking wears the transmitter. A microphone picks up the speaker's voice. The sounds are then transmitted by radio waves to the receiver. The deaf child wears the receiver. This picks up the radio signal from the transmitter and converts it back to sound, which is                                amplified by the child’s hearing aids or implant.[image: image4.jpg]



 The National Deaf Children’s Society recommends that all pupils with hearing aids /cochlear implant can potentially benefit from a radio aid(.www.ndcs.org.uk) 
A radio aid costs on average £1600 per child 
	Nature of Support
	Number of Pupils Involved
	Evidence of Impact

	· Radio aid set up

·  training of school staff

·  support in school with troubleshooting technical problems and repairs. 

· monitoring impact of technology

· liaising with other agencies e.g. health
	Total of 98 pupils


	Speech Perception tests (single word and sentence lists ) show that   pupils using a radio aid achieve 20 – 50% improvement  in their access to the spoken word                     ( teachers voice) in the classroom environment. Children need to have access to clear speech in order to develop language.

	
	
	Teachers report an improvement in pupils’ concentration and attention.

	
	
	Pupils report feeling less tired and find it easier to concentrate for longer.

	
	
	Individual children have shown a dramatic improvement in their test scores e.g. one pupil at Arno Vale routinely scored 5/20 in mental maths. Immediately after the introduction of the radio aid her scores rose to 12/20
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