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1. Context

The drive to improve outcomes and well-being across the Every Child Matters outcomes framework for children and young people with special educational needs emerged as one of the key themes for Children’s Services within the Children’s Plan (DCSF 2007). 

Sensory Impairment Support Services are increasingly tasked with demonstrating the value added they contribute to outcomes for the children and young people they work with, in a context where there is no reliably benchmarked sensory impairment data.

2. Sensory Impairment Outcomes Project

A task group from the South East Sensory Impairment Partnership (SESIP) formed in September 2008 to work on the identification of a model for benchmarking clear outcome measurements for children and young people with sensory impairment. 

This work stream has been carried forward nationally since September 2009 through the National Sensory Impairment Partnership (NatSIP) with funding from the DCSF and other organisations. 

3. Summary of project work 

The following tasks have been carried out within the project:

· A survey through the HOSS forum of the data on outcomes currently collected by services, both at an individual pupil and whole service level. 
· The generation of an initial set of outcomes, comprising 110 possible SI outcome measures across the 5 ECM outcome areas. 
· Consultation through the HOSS forum to prioritise the outcome measures within the initial set. This exercise produced a priority set comprising 37 items. 
· Further consultation through a NatSIP Working Day with the aim of producing a reduced priority set of outcome measures. This consultation narrowed down the priority set to 21 outcome measures.  
· A pilot exercise on 14 Performance Indicators in May/June 2010 followed by discussion at NatSIP Working Days and within the Task Group to finalise a core set for national benchmarking.
· The production of the NatSIP Outcomes Benchmarking Tool in December 2010 for national data gathering on a core set of 12 Performance Indicators for the academic year 2009-2010.
· Additional development work has also been undertaken through NatSIP sub groups to address wider outcomes, beyond purely academic achievement measures:

Sub group


Lead
Focus

London
Helen Forbes-Low /

Elizabeth Clery
Consultation with families of children and young people with sensory impairment to determine the outcomes that are most important for them.



South East
Honor Andersen
Consultation with children and young people with sensory impairment to determine the outcomes that are most important for them.



Midlands
Jan Hughes
Determining a core of language assessments that can eventually be used for national data collection.  

Looking at measures of developing independence in relation to use of specialist equipment/technology for children and young people with Hearing Impairment.



Vision Impairment
Viv Westwood
Looking at measures of developing independence for children and young people with Vision Impairment.



Available progress reports from these sub groups are posted on the

Out comes Resources web page.

4. Performance Indicators: Core Set

The Core Set of Performance Indicators chosen for the 2009-2010 NatSIP Outcomes Benchmarking Tool are listed below:

PI

Code
Performance Indicators

C1
Average subtotal score achieved by children with sensory impairment for Communication, Language and Literacy at the end of the Early Years Foundation Stage.



C2
Average total score for all sections of the Foundation Stage Profile achieved by children with sensory impairment at the end of the Early Years Foundation Stage.



PI

Code


Performance Indicators

C3
% of children and young people with sensory impairment progressing by two levels (or more) in English at KS2.


C4
% of children and young people with sensory impairment progressing by two levels (or more) in Mathematics at KS2.


C5
% of children and young people with sensory impairment achieving Level 4 or above in both English and Mathematics at the end of KS2.


C6
% of children and young people with sensory impairment progressing by three levels (or more) in English from the end of KS2 to the end of KS4.



C7
% of children and young people with sensory impairment progressing by three levels (or more) in Mathematics from the end of KS2 to the end of KS4.



C8
% of young people with sensory impairment achieving 5 or more A* - G GCSEs (or equivalent) including English and Mathematics by the end of KS4.



C9
% of young people with sensory impairment achieving 5 or more A* - C GCSEs (or equivalent) including English and Mathematics by the end of KS4.



C10
% of children and young people with sensory impairment who had at least one fixed term exclusion from school during the last academic year.



C11
% of children and young people with sensory impairment who were permanently excluded from school during the last academic year.



C12
% of young people with sensory impairment with planned education or employment paths in place by the end of KS4.



5. Performance Indicators: Additional Set

A number other of Performance Indicators were also considered for the 2009-2010 NatSIP Outcomes Benchmarking Tool. Taking account of the need for manageability, these were not included. They will, however, be considered in future years. 

This Additional Set is listed below:

PI

Code


Performance Indicators

A1

(N.B. HI only)
% of babies/children (from 0 – 3yrs 0mths at August 31st 2010) within one B stage of their chronological age on the Monitoring Protocol on Communication, Attending, Listening and Vocalisation, Play and Social-Emotional development



A2
% of children with sensory impairment achieving 78 points by the end of the Early Years Foundation Stage with at least 6 points in each of the scales in Personal, Social and Emotional Development, and Communication, Language and Literacy.



A3
Average subtotal score achieved by children with sensory impairment for Personal, Social and Emotional Development at the end of the Early Years Foundation Stage.



A4
% of children with sensory impairment  not achieving Level 2 or above at the end of KS1 for Reading.



A5
% of children with sensory impairment  not achieving Level 2 or above at the end of KS1 for Writing.



A6
% of children with sensory impairment  not achieving Level 2 or above at the end of KS1 for Maths.



A7
% of children with sensory impairment achieving the:

          - median range

          - upper quartile

for English based on their starting point at the end of the previous Key Stage

· KS1 – KS2. 

(Refer to the Progression Guidance -

Web:http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/437685)



A8
% of children and young people with sensory impairment achieving the:

· median range

· upper quartile

for English based on their starting point at the end of the previous Key Stage

· KS2 – KS3. 

(Refer to the Progression Guidance -

Web:http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/437685)



PI

Code


Performance Indicators

A9
% of young people with sensory impairment achieving the:

          - median range

          - upper quartile

for English based on their starting point at the end of the previous Key Stage

· KS3 – KS4. 

(Refer to the Progression Guidance -

Web:http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/437685)



A10
% of children with sensory impairment achieving the:

          - median range

          - upper quartile

for Maths based on their starting point at the end of the previous Key Stage

· KS1 – KS2.

(Refer to the Progression Guidance -

Web:http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/437685) 



A11
% of children and young people with sensory impairment achieving the:

· median range

· upper quartile

for Maths based on their starting point at the end of the previous Key Stage

· KS2 – KS3. 

(Refer to the Progression Guidance -

Web:http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/437685)



A12
% of young people with sensory impairment achieving the:

          - median range

          - upper quartile

for Maths based on their starting point at the end of the previous Key Stage

· KS3 – KS4. 

(Refer to the Progression Guidance -

Web:http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/437685)



A13
Mean average point score at the end of KS4 for young people with sensory impairment.



A14
Average % of half days missed by children and young people with sensory impairment due to absence in primary, state-funded secondary and special schools (combined) in the Spring term 2010. (Use the figure for overall absence).



6. Future development

Apart from development work already referred to, future changes in the performance targets for education as published by the DfE will help to inform changes to the indicator set over time as will feedback from the Services participating in the outcomes data collection project.
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