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NatSIP update: NatSIP working day 4th February 2015
NatSIP is a unique national partnership of professionals and voluntary organisations working with children and young people with sensory impairment (SI) and their families.
The purpose of NATSIP is to improve outcomes for children and young people with SI, closing gaps with their peers, through joint working in services for these children. 
The objectives of NatSIP:

· “to improve teaching and learning outcomes for children and young people with sensory impairment, narrowing gaps with their peers, through joint working with all who have an interest in the success of these young people” 

· “to raise educational achievements and fulfil the potential of children and young people who have SI”

· “to promote a national model for the benchmarking of clear outcome criteria for children and young people who have SI”

· “to support a well trained SI workforce responsive to the Government agenda for education” 

· “to inform and advise the DfE and other national agencies on the education of children and young people with SI”

· “to promote collaboration between services, schools, professional bodies and voluntary bodies working with children and young people who have SI”

· “to promote collaborative working between education, health and social care professionals in the interest of children and young people who have SI”

NatSIP is funded through voluntary contributions, affiliation subscription and grants from government.

A 2 year contract (April 2013 – 31st March 2015) for the provision of specialist information, advice, support and training to improve the outcomes for children and young people with sensory impairments, in the context of the wider SEN reforms has been agreed between NatSIP and  DfE.  NatSIP has been actively involved in working with DfE to support the implementation of the SEND reforms and the workstreams have been producing SI specific guidance. 
Details, published guidance and outcomes from the NatSIP workstreams can be found on the NatSIP website:   www.natsip.org.uk
NatSIP activities – summary of headline progress in the DfE contract and ongoing NatSIP work: 
Objective 1: Improve Outcomes benchmarking and quality of management information on CYP with SI  
· Following the launch and promotion of the exercise in September 2014 a high level of downloading of the OB documentation from the NatSIP web site has taken place. 13 returns have now been received. The target to meet is 94. We need your help please! 

· Following the publication of the Framework for VI independence Outcomes at the beginning of June 2014, an online Survey of Impact questionnaire has been undertaken.  Further work has been agreed by the NatSIP Reference Group. 
· NatSIP/CRIDE/UCL Pilot (combined pupil, provision and outcomes data collection)

In preparation for the Pilot of the NatSIP/CRIDE/UCL individual (HI) pupil data collection, Data Protection registration and Research Ethics clearance were successfully negotiated, applied for and approved through UCL. This enabled the full set of Pilot documentation to be forwarded by the end of October to the ten volunteer Services which had expressed interest. 

The project requires Services/LAs to provide their formal consent for participation. Arrangements for secure storage of the data have been negotiated with UCL.
The partnership working between NatSIP, CRIDE and UCL requires a formal Memorandum of Understanding covering the conduct of the benchmarking project. The MoU has now been signed. 
       Objective 2: Support Implementation of the SEND Reforms   
        A suite of documents with objective 2 resources will be published at the end of March 2015 with a preface and communications plan produced and led by Brian Lamb.
2 a) 
Education Health and Care Plans: 
· Exemplar model Education, Health and Care Plans continue to be developed and refined. 

· We have published a new model Plan - “Steven” (VI). This was produced with support from RNIB. 

· We will also have updated “Kirsty” (HI) and “Robert” (HI) in light of feedback from DfE. 

· We are currently working to complete “Ruby” (HI), “Holly” (VI) and “Harry” (MSI).
2b)        The Local Offer: 
· We are continuing to informally publicise the two resources developed for the NatSIP Local Offer guidance. 

· We continue to monitor available published local offers and log any examples of use or modification of the NatSIP guidance. These are both slow in development, but beginning to emerge and will hopefully provide sufficient evidence for the evaluation sent out on 28th January 2015.

· We will also draw on other evaluations of the local offer done by Sense, NDCS, Guide Dogs and RNIB for the final report.
· Sense has undertaken review exercise of 20+ local offers using NatSIP local offer guidance as a resource to address sensory impairment needs. Parent polls with 50+ parents at 5 different events whilst delivering workshops about the SEN reforms.  No parents have heard of or been involved with development of their local offers. Most parents had children with MSI.

2c)       Personal Budgets: 
· We have continued to request and seek further case studies. We intend to review and refresh the resource with examples.
2 d)     Joint Commissioning: 
· We have continued to request and seek further case studies to support the resource already published.  
2 e)     Schools Information Offer: 
· Guidance references to be updated now that regulations are finalised and once the revised Code of Practice is published. 
Objective 3: Funding reforms for schools, settings and colleges  
· The final report that forms the basis of the workstream is being prepared for publication.
·  A substantial draft briefing (and chapter) on the funding of equipment in the context of the Equality Act and reasonable adjustments duties in particular is published. 
·  A school funding reform day was held for London professionals working with SI children at NDCS offices on the 10th December. Over 30 professionals attended. 
· We continued to provide support for LAs through the HoSS forum. 
Objective 4: Advising on teaching and learning strategies to support the curriculum reforms      
· Best Practice Guidance VI Booklet Production work is on schedule. 
· Final document ‘e’ will be published in February 2015. 

· Two of the three Curriculum Study day/Workshops have been held: 

VI at New College Worcester 6th November and HI at Mary Hare on 24th November 2014. 

The third (SI) study day is to be held in Tyne and Wear on 10th March. 
 Objective 5: Creating an Online Resource Portal for Sensory Impairment  
· There were 860 active users of the portal in the 12 months to 31 December 2014.
· There were 19,777 downloads from the portal over the same period.
Objective 6: Development of specialist skills – Workforce Development   
· Phase 2 of the work with NCTL and DfE on the review of the Mandatory Qualification, to look at the longer term shape of the MQs for HI, MSI and VI, has commenced, with consultation on line and regional events until December. 
· Process for reviewing the MSI RCE course, between NatSIP, Sense and LA delivery partners, has started. 

· Revision of the NatSIP Eliigibilty Criteria has commenced and a new Framework will be available in the Spring Term 2015. 

·  Training for Mental Capacity Act took place in London and York and publication of a NatSIP assessment recording form and guidance notes are published on the website. A guide, written with parents and carers in mind, about the MCA is being launched today. 
· HoSS email forum continues to serve as the conduit for information about service reform and professional guidance. 
· We have surveyed users of the NatSIP Quality Improvement self-evaluation tool about the usefulness and further refinement of the resource. 
· We have completed VI leadership training for Heads of Service or senior managers with the HI and MSI MQ and are now wondering about readiness for HI, MSI or generic SI leadership for HoSS? 
· NDCS/NatSIP Quality Standards for resource bases guidance is being launched today 

Objective 6a: Development of specialist skills for BSL and sign support   Two workshops are being held, in London and York, in March to share and discuss the findings of this workstream. 
6 a a) Audit: The audit team has delivered their report to the NatSIP Ref Gp and a NatSIP report will be published in February 2015
6a b) Language Plans: The Language Planning Tool kit is now complete and has been published on the NatSIP website. The team are now focussing on dissemination.
6 ac) I Sign Project/ Communication Support Workers: A focus group took place to examine the role of the CSW and to determine if National Occupational Standards (NOS) would be supported by the sector. The group was well attended with representatives from training organisations, sector bodies and practising CSWs.A report is being prepared for publication. 
6 ad) Tactile BSL: the guidance document is being launched today. 
       Focus groups have been undertaken with key practitioners, parents and deafblind people to inform audit development and a survey is ongoing to look at the skills and training needs of people who use / would like to use tactile signing. Social media channels have been used to promote the survey and ensure that it is seen widely by colleagues in the sector.
Objective 6b: Development of resources to support braille literacy in blind children      
Braille literacy course:

· 17 QTVIs are on the pilot course which started in November 2014.  The key findings from this are as follows:

Positive - almost 75% strongly agree that the course will improve their working practice, with another 20% agreeing with this statement. The overwhelming view is that the course materials are well pitched and relevant.

Negative - around 50% disagree that the time estimates are reasonable for the work involved in the course, with another 20% strongly disagreeing with this statement. The highly structured nature of the timetable has proved difficult for some students.

We are reviewing the assessment requirements in the light of these evaluation findings to see if there are ways of reducing the workload without adversely affecting the level and quality of the course. Final decisions about the future shape and structure of the course will be taken in March when the pilot has been completed.

Unified English Braille:

· Two more are being advertised this term. 

· It has been decided to place all the course materials on the UKAAF (UK Association of Accessible Formats) website where they will be freely available to anybody with an interest in UEB in education.
Objective 6c: MSI/Deafblind Interveners for children and young people   
· Responses from 100 intervenors and approx. 30 practitioners who work with intervenors have been analysed for key themes. The report, to support the learning and development of intervenors for the future, is being launched today. 
· Production of a final standards document has been put on hold, subject to the outcome of the government’s teaching assistant standards review. 
Objective 7: Post 16 Transition Pathways for CYP with SI
· The guidance for practitioners is being launched today 
NatSIP national working days: 
· Thursday 4th June – Hamilton House, LONDON 
NatSIP BSL coalition working days: booking for these workshops is now open 
· Wednesday 4th March – LONDON and Thursday 26th March – YORK
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