	SENSORY SUPPORT SERVICE

Assessment Policy




AIM

The aim of the Service is to assess the needs of individual pupils and to suggest strategies to promote learning along with classroom management.

ASSESSMENT
Pre-school pupils

Following receipt of a referral pre-school children are visited at home where they are informally assessed.  No formal report is written unless requested by the LEA for statutory requirements or by request of outside agencies or the parents themselves.

School Age Pupils

Initial Assessment

Following parental consent, pupils who are referred to the Service have an initial assessment of their functional vision/hearing by the relevant Learning Advisor.  Test results are interpreted in terms of educational needs and appropriate classroom management strategies are recommended.  The assessment uses both formal tests and informal approaches, depending on the age and abilities of the pupils.  A written report is provided for the school, parents and other appropriate agencies.  Where appropriate children’s views will be included in this report. A copy of the report is retained by the Service in the pupil’s file.

Statutory Assessment

Pupils being considered for a Statement of Special Educational Need are formally assessed in line with the Code of Practice.  A report is written and submitted to the LEA.  Where appropriate children’s views will be included in this report. A copy of the report is retained by the Service in the pupil’s file.

Annual Reviews

Pupils with a statement of SEN who are being taught by the Learning Advisors will have their educational needs reviewed on an annual basis and an agency report is written and submitted for the review.  Where appropriate children’s views will be included in this report. A copy of the report is sent to the school to be distributed to parents and/or other involved agencies.

Transition Stage
Where a pupil is transferring to a new placement the pupil’s needs will be reviewed in order to plan for future involvement and support. Where appropriate the pupil’s views will be included in any report written.

One off Assessments
These could be undertaken at times of concern e.g. deterioration of condition/lack of progress.  Any report would need to include pupil’s views where appropriate and would be circulated to parents, school and others with professional involvement.
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