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Language Assessment Policy

THE ASSESSMENT OF PUPIL’S LANGUAGE

1 Monitoring the emergence of language and communication skills is a key aspect of the role of The Hearing Impaired Service. Teachers of the Deaf working within the team need detailed information about the developing speech and language skills of deaf pupils. The Service upholds the principle that “the purpose of assessment is to improve standards, not merely to measure them” OFSTED 1998.

2 Formal and informal assessment procedures are used by Teachers of the Deaf and specialist Speech and Language Therapists (SLTs) for pupils on our caseload. Regular video recordings may be made of young children to form an ongoing record.

3 Close monitoring of emergent language and communication skills can provide an effective focus of the efficacy of the communication approach being used, particularly for young pupils. The information obtained via this process may be used to inform discussions regarding the most appropriate mode of communication to be used with a particular pupil.

4 The monitoring and assessment process informs the planning and evaluation of ongoing language programmes. It may highlight areas of development, which need to be addressed in a structured manner within teaching programmes. Assessment is essential to promote development by ensuring that teaching builds upon the individual child’s stage of development and what they have learned previously.

STAFF TRAINING IN LANGUAGE ASSESSMENT

5 Teachers working in the Hearing Impaired Service have received training in the use of language assessments both as part of their initial specialist training and, more recently, as on-going INSET related to the implementation of the Language Assessment Policy.

PARENTAL PERMISSION

6 Parental permission is obtained on referral for on-going involvement of the H.I. Service.

7 Specific parental permission is obtained in relation to the taking of photographs or video recordings. The proforma used can be found in appendix 1.

COLLABORATION WITH SLTs

8 For some of the pupils known to the Service, both Teachers of the Deaf and the SLTs are routinely involved in the assessment process. Teachers of the Deaf liaise closely with outside specialists informally on a routine basis and in other more formal ways. The specialist SLT attends liaison meetings held twice yearly at the Sensory Support Centre. Multi professional meetings are held termly at the Sensory Support Centre and in XXX.

9 These joint planning meetings are used to share information. Discussions focus on identifying pupils’ needs, and the focus for future blocks of therapy and teaching. This system of collaborative working permits the sharing of all assessment information, so that detailed assessment records, as well as reports, can be held in both the education and health files. Copies of completed assessments should be sent to SLT by the Teacher of the Deaf and vice versa.

10 It is essential that assessments are not repeated by different professionals, thus invalidating results. Accordingly, agreement has been reached between the Service, SLT Services and the North East Cochlear Implant Programme regarding the use of Assessments. The H.I Service follows the procedure agreed by Services forming the regional SEN-Hub (see Appendix 2)

11 Specific guidance for the XXX area can be found in Appendix 2.

FREQUENCY OF ASSESSMENTS

12 Each pupil on the regular H.I.Service caseload will be assessed once a year. The appropriate core assessments for each area of language will be administered. 
13 The Monitoring Protocol for Deaf Babies and Children is used to assess pre-school children on the regular caseload. Frequency of assessment is determined by the parent, but at least annually.

15 Guidance for the frequency of permitted use of assessments can be found in Appendix 4.

16 This is seen as a minimum standard and it may well be that some pupils require more regular and/or more detailed formal assessment. The Teacher of the Deaf who is the key worker for a particular pupil will make such decisions as part of their professional ongoing evaluation and monitoring of pupils.

17 The Teacher of the Deaf identified as key worker with a particular pupil, may feel it necessary to repeat assessments more frequently in line with the restrictions of use outlined in the manual for each assessment. Pupils whose progress is giving cause for concern may require further assessment using a greater variety of assessments. Such pupils should be discussed with the Head of Service at the earliest opportunity. Following this it may be necessary for these concerns either to be brought to the immediate attention of the SLT or brought for discussion during regular liaison meetings with the SLT.

18 The collated results will be provided in an anonomised format to the SEN Hub for evaluation on a three year cycle.

MODIFICATION OF ASSESSMENTS

17 The rationale for the use of formal language assessments is underpinned by the team’s belief that objective information of pupil’s speech and language skills is not only desirable but also is essential in order that development and teaching programmes can be reviewed effectively.

18 In order that individual pupil’s development can be monitored as they progress through the pre-school phases and the school Key Stages, the team endeavour to administer the language assessments consistently, in order that spurious results are not obtained. To this end, the guidance given in each assessment manual is adhered to strictly.

19 Pupils are not given the opportunity to re-attempt items. Unlike some public examinations pupils are not given extra time in timed sections. Thus the information obtained in terms of standardised scores or percentiles will be seen as valid by other professionals and will reflect the pupil’s performance in relation to the population on which the assessment was standardised.

20 In some instances the pupil being assessed will use signed communication. It would be inappropriate to assess their language development without the use of sign. In the first instance assessments standardized on a British Sign Language population will be used.

21 Other assessments may be used. However, it is understood by the team that the majority of language assessments were not devised to be used in such a way, as standardized scores can not be obtained. Results will always be interpreted and explained in verbal and written reports with a qualification as to exactly how the assessment was administered. In such cases completed assessment forms will be clearly marked to indicate how the test was presented to the pupil.

22 Guidance on interpretation of American assessment can be found in Appendix 5

TIMING OF ASSESSMENTS

23 Assessment of pupils receiving regular Teacher of the Deaf support will be completed at least once a year or, as required for statutory assessments, or school or pre-school based reviews. 
ASSESSMENT PROTOCOL

24 The battery of assessment materials included in the protocol is outlined in Appendix 2. The complete list of assessments held by the Service is outlined in Appendix 6.These will be used for assessment unless the pupil’s Teacher of the Deaf feels it would be inappropriate, for example with a pupil with significant additional learning difficulties. In such cases more suitable forms of assessment will be used. In some instances use of particular assessments will be discontinued when their use is no longer appropriate, for example, when a pupil is functioning above the age-range of the assessment.

25 A pupil’s initial assessments will be seen to form the baseline assessment. Thereafter all pupils seen on a weekly basis will be assessed at least annually. A reduced selection of assessments will be used to assess children seen on a fortnightly basis.  Information from the battery of tests will be collated on one Language Assessment Proforma, see Appendix 7. This proforma is filed in the appropriate section of the pupil’s Service file.

26 The original copies of all the completed language assessments are kept in the pupil’s Service records to allow easy access by all members of the Service team. 

FURTHER ASSESSMENT

27 The Teacher of the Deaf may wish to carry out a more detailed assessment using additional language assessment schemes held at the central resource base at the Sensory Support Centre.
28 It may be more appropriate to refer pupils requiring more detailed diagnostic assessment to the SLT Service.

29 The SLT may also provide additional detailed information on pupil’s Expressive Language development, Phonological development (ie: the development of their speech sound system) and aspects of voice.

VIDEO RECORDINGS

30 H.I.Service staff may make video recordings to illustrate pupil’s use of language. Often these will simply form a video record, but may be analysed using some of the schemes outlined in Appendix 8.

31 Further consideration needs to be given regarding the use of video records in the H.I.Service.

REVIEW & OUTCOMES

32 The Policy will be reviewed on an annual basis

33 This policy complies with the 
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APPENDIX 1

Parental Permission Forms 

Our Ref: LG/IMR/Officemanual/photoconsent22.1.08

Name of Child: ………………………………………………………

Name of Parent: ……………………………………………………..

I give my ongoing consent to staff from the H.I. Service to take photographs or video/dvd recordings of my child throughout their involvement with the Service. I also give my consent to these being shown to other families and professionals for training purposes and consent to them being used in H.I. Service newsletters.

Signed: …………………………………………………………….

Date: ………………………………………………………………. 

Appendix 2 

CORE ASSESSMENTS / PROFILES – HEARING IMPAIRED CHILDREN

From within the large array of assessments/profiles currently being used by individual Services the Heads of Services for Hearing Impaired Children within the NE HUB area have identified that the following core assessments/profiles (where judged to be appropriate by age etc) will be completed for every child within the defined criteria group on an annual basis.

It is anticipated that collated results would be provided on a three year cycle.

	MEASURE OF IMPACT
	CORE ASSESSMENT/PROFILE
	CRITERIA GROUP

	Use of Amplification
	Monitoring Protocol:   List / Att / Voc

NE HUB quick check
	All amplification users

	Listening Skills – Use of Hearing 
	Monitoring Protocol:   List / Att / Voc

TBA
	All in receipt of ‘teaching’ - as judged appropriate



	Interaction, Functional Communication
	Monitoring Protocol:  W1 / C1 / C2 / C3
	

	
	Dewart & Summers:  Pragmatics Profile
	

	Receptive Language
	Monitoring Protocol:  W3
	

	
	BPVS
	

	
	TROG
	

	
	PLS-4 UK
	

	
	ACE
	

	Expressive Language
	Monitoring Protocol:  W2
	

	
	ACE
	

	
	PLS-4 UK
	

	
	Renfrew Language Scales
	

	Speech
	SIR - Overview of Speech Intelligibility
	

	Literacy
	ERT
	

	Cognitive
	TONI-3 Test of Non Verbal Intelligence
	For narrative purposes only

	Signing Skills
	Assessing BSL Receptive Skills
	BSL users only

	
	Assessing BSL Production Test
	


APPENDIX 3

Protocol for the XXX area

· The H.I Service XXX caseload will be sent to SLT Service at the beginning of each term

· The Head of Paediatric SLT will check which pupils on H.I caseload are known to the SLT Service

· The Head of Paediatric SLT will inform the Head of the H.I. Service of pupils in common

· SLTs will check if any new referrals are known to the H.I. Service

· Any speech & language or literacy assessments will be sent promptly between the two Services

· SLTs will contact the H.I Service to discuss individual case management and assessments when appropriate

Language assessments included in the H.I. Service protocol may be administered by SLTs in line with the assessment guidelines. Copies of these assessments will be passed to the H.I Service as outlined above. These assessments will be used to inform the annual H.I. Service assessment and thus in such instances they do not need to have been administered by H.I Service staff. 

· APPENDIX 4
Guidance for the permitted use of assessments

	ASSESSMENT


	GUIDANCE IN MANUAL
	H.I.SERVICE GUIDANCE



	Derbyshire Language Scheme
	None
	Twice a year

	Assessing BSL Development

Receptive/Expressive Skills Test
	None
	No less than 6 monthly intervals



	Pragmatic Profile of Everyday Communication Skills
	None
	No more than termly



	Boehm Test of Basic Concepts (Pre School/School age)
	None
	No less than 6 monthly intervals



	British Picture 

Vocabulary Scale II
	No less than 6 monthly intervals
	

	TROG 2
	No less than 9 monthly intervals
	

	Renfrew Bus Story
	No less than 3 monthly intervals
	

	Test of Problem Solving (Elementary/ Adolescent)
	None
	No less than 6 monthly intervals



	STASS
	None
	No less than 6 monthly intervals



	Edinburgh Reading Tests 1 – 4
	None
	No less than 6 monthly intervals




APPENDIX 5

BOEHM TEST OF BASIC CONCEPTS

Using the Performance Range Tables

U.S.A Grade



Age


U.K.N.C.Yr Group

Kindergarten



5-6


1

Grade
1



6-7


2


Grade 2



7-8


3

Grade 3



8-9


4

APPENDIX 6 

Battery of Assessment Materials 

	ASSESSMENT NAME
	Quantity

	Assessment of Comprehension & Expression 6-11
	3

	Boehm-3 Pre school
	1

	Boehm 3
	1

	British Sign Language Development – Receptive Skills
	1

	British Sign Language Development – Expressive skills
	1

	BKB Picture related Sentence Test
	1

	British Picture Vocabulary Scale II
	4

	DASL 11
	1

	Derbyshire Language Scheme Picture Tests
	2

	Early Literacy Test
	2

	Early Years Record of Achievement
	1

	Edinburgh Reading Test Level 1
	3

	Edinburgh Reading Test Level 2
	2

	Edinburgh Reading Test Level 3
	2

	Edinburgh Reading Test Level 4
	1

	Language Gap – Auditory Memory
	1

	McCormick Toy Discrimination Test
	3

	MIRA
	1

	Monitoring Protocol for Deaf Babies and Children
	

	Phonological Awareness Procedure
	1

	Pragmatic Profile of Early Communication Skills
	1

	Pragmatics Profile of Everyday Communication skills in Adults
	1

	Preschool Language Scale 4 (UK) 
	1

	Pre school Profile Development Wheel
	1

	Preverbal Communication Scale
	1

	QUEST – Teacher’s Set
	2

	Renfrew Action Picture Test
	4

	Renfrew Language Scales – Bus Story Test
	4

	Renfrew Language Scales – Word Finding Vocabulary Test
	4

	Reynell Developmental Language Scales
	1

	STAP
	1

	STASS
	3

	Teaching Talking
	1

	TONI-3
	3

	TOPS Adolescent
	1

	TOPS-3 Elementary
	1

	TROG 2
	4

	Vernon Graded Word Spelling Test
	1

	WRAPs
	2


APPENDIX 7

Language assessment record proforma

Name: 






Academic Year:

	Impact Area
	Assessment Used
	C.A
	S.S
	Percentile
	A.E
	Other



	Use of Amplification


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Listening Skills – Use of Hearing


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Interaction, Functional Communication


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Receptive Language


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expressive Language


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Speech


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Literacy


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cognitive


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Signing Skills


	
	
	
	
	
	


 APPENDIX 8

Analysis of video recordings/photographic evidence

INDIVIDUAL OBSERVATION WITH PHOTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE

NAME:

DATE OF OBSERVATION:

	

	Learning objective



	Activity



	Evaluation



	Child’s emotional disposition



	Action to be taken/targets/comments




VIDEO OBSERVATION

NAME:

DATE OF OBSERVATION:

	Description of video sample



	Evaluation including interaction and play observed



	Child’s emotional disposition



	Action to be taken/targets/comments
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