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Principles:

Hearing Support Service staff assessing children and young people will:

· assess hearing impaired children and young people on assessments that can be used formatively to support future learning
· record and track data and information from assessment to allow evaluation of pupil progress

· know the children and young people they work with well and hence be able to make judgements about next steps

· share learning intentions with the child or young person
· encourage them to take responsibility for their own learning

· give children and young people a variety of skills, attitudes, standards and qualities to aim for

· analyse performance in tests and use the information for further learning programmes

Assessment will be carried out to contribute to the educational process.  It will be positive, formative and wherever possible diagnostic.  
All hearing-impaired children and young people will as far as possible be fully assessed following the Assessment Policy of the host or resource base school. The SENSS Assessment Policy details target setting, recording and reporting requirements relating to National Curriculum data. 

All hearing-impaired children will participate fully in Teacher Assessment or public examinations (including SATs, GCSE, NVQ or other).  Consideration will be given to the special arrangements hearing-impaired children are entitled to and if necessary exemptions.

In addition, the Hearing Support Service has devised a core schedule of assessment which will be used with all main caseload children.  Where there is an indication from the core assessment that there is a need for more in depth assessment in a particular area this will be followed up using additional extension assessments outlined in appendix 2. Different assessments may be appropriate for particular children at particular stages of their development.  
Additional Assessment carried out by the Hearing Support Service will cover the following areas:
· Pre-school Assessment of: 

· Language Development

· General Development

Using the ES Monitoring protocol for deaf babies and children

· The Foundation Stage Profile during the summer term of their final year at the Foundation Stage as well as the Oxfordshire Foundation Stage Child Profile as an ongoing record of development

· Ongoing Assessment of:

· Receptive and Expressive Language Development

· Speech Development

· Written Language Skills

· Reading Ability

· Social and Emotional Development

· Awareness of Hearing Loss

These will be carried out using:
· Published Standardised Assessments

· Published Profiles for: 

· the development of Hearing-Impaired Children

· normal Language Development

· normal General Development

· Profiles developed by the Hearing Support Service
Evidence to support attainment in the Profiles and Assessments will be collected from:

· Observation of the child or young person in school and at home

· DVD / video records carried out at least annually
During this process, it is expected that there will be a partnership between:

· Teachers of the Deaf

· Mainstream Teachers

· Teaching Assistants

· Parents

· Speech and Language Therapists 

· Other outside agencies, e.g.

· Educational Psychologists

· Early Years SEN Inclusion Teachers

· Occupational Therapists
Wherever possible the hearing-impaired child or young person will contribute to the assessment of his/her progress.  There will be communication with the hearing-impaired child about his/her achievements as this becomes feasible.
There will be written and DVD / video record of assessment results, that will be updated annually and shared with parents.  Pre-school assessment is recorded in a family held record and parents and carers are invited to contribute to these in a family centred approach.

Assessment will be used to help with the formulation of clear aims and objectives for learning and development.  These will be summarized in the child’s Family Service Plan, Individual Education Plan and/or Annual Review Report.
The Hearing Support Service with the host or resource base school will endeavour to provide a continuing recognition of the whole range of the child’s achievement and experience.
Where a child fails to make acceptable progress against the aims and objectives, the Hearing Support Service will seek advice from relevant agencies and/or consider changes in methodology or philosophy in consultation with all interested parties.
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