NatSIP – Study Day 19 April 2023. VIEW Conference update
Intro:
Conference took place in Birmingham 16 and 17 March 2023
Colleagues were asked to provide thoughts and feedback specifically around the concept of “National Standards” as mentioned, if not quite defined, in the SEND/Alternative Provision document that we are all familiar with.
General themes emerging include:
General concern about what the overall concept will look like in practice given the diversity of existing service provision.
Whilst co-production as an ideal is seen as a “good thing” there must be a clear framework around decision making that outlines what resources will be available and from where to avoid them being unrealistic and/or aspirational. This is especially apposite as family and setting expectations must not be raised to a level that is impossible to deliver.
A great opportunity to have a shared understanding and development of a common language across the VI workforce that is also open and transparent to end users inc. CYP, families, settings as well as other organisations including the vol. sector.
Without accountability, National Standards will mean nothing. Hopefully this can be defined and monitored, perhaps through the regional groups as highlighted in the document?
They could provide “equity” of service delivery but this has the potential for huge changes in training capacity, funding and “buy-in” from primarily Local Authorities if it is to be done properly.
The National Standards must be child-centred and specific with scope for amendment and adjustment as they are embedded in delivery across services.
There must be an appreciation of the breadth of provision required to include learning across all phases up to 25, Habilitation (noted that National Standards are already in existence and were revised in 2022), specialist technology, preparation for life and adulthood (see Curriculum Framework for VI). 
Challenges:
Robust evidence base developed to identify what is working well and the flexibility to change following research and feedback – is there a role for NatSIP and the vol. sector both locally and nationally in this?
Concern that National Standards could be imposed without further consultation and produce a, to quote Brian, “Race to the Bottom” in terms of minimum standards being adopted by Local Authorities who view this as a way to say “we are meeting the guidelines”
Will the regional groups have the depth of knowledge, or even time, to consider High Need Low Incidence specific needs such as severe VI?
And finally, for today, timescales…there is probably going to be a General Election before some of this is implemented
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