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1. Curriculum reform

Summary of changes to the National Curriculum
New national curriculum 

· The new national curriculum is now being taught in all maintained primary and secondary schools (from September 2014). 

· Schools are now preparing to implement the new curriculum and, since most of the current curriculum has now been disapplied, some schools have already adopted the new programmes of study early. 

· Pupils entering years 2 and 6 in September 2014 will continue to be taught the current programmes of study for primary English, maths and science in the 2014 to 2015 academic year.

· The national curriculum forms just one part of the school curriculum. Schools are free to choose how they organise their school day, as long as the content of national curriculum programmes of study is taught to their pupils

· Teachers should develop pupils’ numeracy and mathematical reasoning in all subjects so that they understand and appreciate the importance of mathematics

· Teachers should develop pupils’ spoken language, reading, writing and vocabulary as integral aspects of the teaching of every subject

· By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study

· All schools are also required to set out their school curriculum for English, mathematics and science on a year-by-year basis and make this information available online.

Key changes to national curriculum tests and assessments:
 
The national curriculum tests and teacher assessment at the end of key stages 1 and 2 will be reported in levels for the last time in summer 2015.  The first new key stage 1 and key stage 2 tests in English, mathematics and science, based on the new national curriculum, will be sat by pupils for the first time in the summer of 2016. 

A timetable for the primary national curriculum changes can be found here
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/276634/Curriculum_and_testing_changes.PDF

From the academic year 2015-16, there will be a move from an absolute measure of progress (i.e. two levels of progress required between KS1 and KS2) to a relative measure. At the same time, KS2 test outcomes will be reported as a scaled score, where the expected score is 100. Pupil progress will be determined in relation to the average progress made by pupils with the same baseline (i.e. the same KS1 average point score). For example, if a pupil had an APS of 19 at KS1, there will be a calculation of the average scaled score in the KS2 tests for all pupils with an APS of 19 and see whether the pupil in question achieved a higher or lower scaled score than that average. The exact 
methodology of how this will be reported is still to be determined. 

New performance descriptors will be published (in draft) in autumn 2014 which will inform statutory teacher assessment at the end of key stage 1 and 2 in summer 2016. Final versions will be published by September 2015. 

Other assessment issues
· National curriculum levels will be removed and not replaced.
· Instead of the levels the new NC Programmes of Study set out what pupils should be taught by the end of each key stage.
· There will be no prescribed system for ongoing assessment and reporting. Schools will create or choose their own. 
· There will be baseline testing, probably for five year olds but possibly at the end of KS1. 
· SATs at KS1 and KS2 will continue, but will be more demanding. The new versions will be used from summer 2016.
· Sample tests have been produced - not for consultation but for information. They will be trialled in schools and will be adjusted accordingly. They can be found here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-2016-sample-materials

Support for schools 

It is for schools to determine how best to assess their pupils between these statutory end of key stage assessments. To support schools, the following is available: 

· model assessment systems through the Assessment Innovation Fund, see award winning schools, to help schools as they develop their approaches to assessing progress against the new curriculum 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/schools-win-funds-to-develop-and-share-new-ways-of-assessing-pupils

· example materials from these schools can be found on the TES website and are available free of charge, for schools to download and use, see assessment without levels. Materials will become available over the next few months and we will upload resources as we receive them http://community.tes.co.uk/national_curriculum_2014/b/assessment_without_levels/default.aspx


· The DfE has have consulted on, and published a set of core principles in discussion with head teachers and assessment experts that should underpin any approach to assessment.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/assessment-principles-school-curriculum


Schools may wish to use the principles as a guide although they are not statutory, and do not prescribe a national system for schools’ ongoing assessment.

The curriculum must include an assessment system which enables schools to check what pupils have learned and whether they are on track to meet expectations at the end of the key stage, and to report regularly to parents.

Implementing the new curriculum: resources for schools 
There is a range of resources available to support schools implement the new national curriculum. 
· The National College has produced an online tool to help schools to review and develop their curriculum
http://apps.nationalcollege.org.uk/resources/modules/curriculum/Home.html
· Expert groups, set up to provide support to teachers implementing the new curriculum, have developed guidance across all subjects. http://www.expertsubjectgroups.co.uk/
· TES Connect has a national curriculum section with a wealth of free materials. There are resources to support teachers to plan for change across the curriculum and practical hints and tips on how to implement the new programmes of study in each subject. 
http://community.tes.co.uk/national_curriculum_2014/b/default.aspx
· Commercial publishers are bringing a wide range of new materials to the market for the new curriculum. The trade bodies for the sector are BESA and the Publishers’ Association. 
· The Arts Council England has developed a central database housing materials to inspire creative teaching across the sciences, languages and humanities as well as for dance, art and design, music and PE. http://www.nfer.ac.uk/CulturalEducationResources/

Mathematics and science teaching 
The National Centre for the Excellence in the Teaching of Mathematics (NCETM) has developed resources to help teachers deliver the new curriculum. https://www.ncetm.org.uk/resources/40851
English teaching 
The National Literacy Trust have produced a curriculum review and planning tool which highlights good practice to deliver the English curriculum. http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/schools_teaching/curriculum
Computing teaching 
Computing at School, in association with Naace and other partners, have published resources including a guide for primary school teachers.
http://www.computingatschool.org.uk/

Design and technology teaching 
DATA, the Design and Technology Association, in partnership with others, have developed a range of resources including an annotated programme of study, providing advice and explanatory notes on implementation.
https://www.data.org.uk/for-education/curriculum/dt-national-curriculum-for-england-2014/

Language teaching 
The Association for Language Learning has pulled together resources to support language teaching for pupils aged 7 to 14. 
http://www.all-languages.org.uk/support

2. Qualifications reform

DfE - Subject content and Ofqual - assessment

The DfE is currently consulting on a further set of GCSEs, AS and A levels which will be taught from 2016. This consultation seeks views on the proposed subject content for GCSEs in art and design, computer science, dance, music, and physical education, and AS and A levels in dance, music, and physical education. The department is continuing to develop content in the remaining 2016 subjects and will consult on citizenship studies, drama, design and technology, and religious studies in September. 

At AS and A level this consultation is also seeking views on the subjects which have been developed following advice from the A level Content Advisory Board 
(ALCAB). These are AS and A levels in modern foreign languages, ancient languages, mathematics, further mathematics, and geography. 

Key stage 4 English, mathematics and science 
The key stage 4 English, mathematics and science programmes of study will be published alongside the new GCSEs in these subjects. English and mathematics was published at the end of July 2014 for teaching from September 2015. Science will be published by the end of 2014 with first teaching from September 2016. 
Developing new GCSE, A level and AS qualifications for first teaching in 2016 

Ofqual has set out proposals for how a range of new GCSEs, AS and A levels, due to be taught in schools and colleges from September 2016, should be assessed. 
Ofsted will also be launching a further consultation in the autumn on the assessment arrangements for certain other subjects. 
A timeline of the qualification reforms can be found here:
http://ofqual.gov.uk/qualifications-and-assessments/qualification-reform/
There is a further consultation on Functional Skills

The speaking and listening arrangements in all the exam boards offering functional skills say that sign language of any sort can be used, e.g. BSL or SSE, which is useful.  Similar access arrangements are allowed as are generally used in class, i.e. there could be use of FM system, directional microphone etc. Presumably they would allow electronic notetaker working from speech to screen to clarify the speech of a deaf candidate using speech.

Access to on-screen versions of Functional Skills tests are presenting problems for some candidates with vision impairment. Where this is the case, awarding bodies should be asked to provide hard copy versions instead.

Following detailed investigations into GCSE English and English language qualifications awarded in 2012 Ofqual decided, following consultation, that the speaking and listening components of these qualifications in the future should be reported separately to the grade for the written exams. This change is taking effect for the current qualifications awarded from this summer (2014). 
Students who are awarded English or English language GCSE qualifications during 2014/16 will have their performance in the speaking and listening assessment reported using a grade from 5 to 1, with 5 being the highest grade and 1 the lowest. The grade will appear on students’ certificates alongside grades A* to G. A similar approach was used between 1988 and 1993, when oral communication was a separately reported feature of GCSE English. However, at that time a student had to achieve at least a pass grade to be awarded the qualification. Speaking and listening is not being used as a ‘hurdle’ for the current qualification. 
There is a further consultation, which has now closed, entitled: Setting the grade standards of new GCSEs in England. It relates to grading GCSE results with numbers instead of letters and changing the parameters of different grades to ensure the higher grades are more clearly discriminated. We await the outcome of this consultation.


3. Some implications

Pupils with sensory impairment may be disadvantaged by various aspects of the changes to curriculum and assessment outlined above. Key concerns which have been emphasised in consultation responses from organisations including BATOD and RNIB include the following:
· An increased emphasis on traditional academic learning raises concerns about finding space for the specialist additional curriculum required by SI learners.
· The prescriptive nature of the English curriculum creates challenges for pupils whose access to literacy is via methods such as braille and for those deaf children for whom phonics is especially challenging.
· The inclusion of programming in computing will require pupils who use assistive technology to learn additional specialist skills.
· The removal of Speaking and Listening from the final GCSE English grade and the increased proportion of marks allocated to Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar will disadvantage many deaf students who are fluent orally but have difficulties with literacy although BSL users may benefit from the change.
· The higher demands of GCSE courses, and the fact that most of them will be assessed by terminal examination, threatens to add to the pressure on SI candidates in ways which may not be adequately addressed by the use of access arrangements. 

NatSIP is arranging some workshop sessions to consider the range of changes to the curriculum and its assessment. These will intend to bring together subject specialists from the SI field to review the changes and their implications for pupils with sensory impairment in the hope that this will produce some useful guidance which can be placed on the NatSIP website and updated as necessary.

NatSIP will remain alert to any further changes and respond to any forthcoming consultation but always warmly welcomes comments and suggestions from affiliates.

4. What is Ofsted looking for?

At the most recent NatSIP working day Charlie henry of Ofsted spoke about what Ofsted is looking for in relation to the curriculum. Here are some of the key points he made:


When reporting on the quality of education, inspectors must evaluate evidence for each of the four key judgements (achievement of pupils; quality of teaching and learning; effectiveness of leadership and management; standards of behaviour and safety in schools) and judge the extent to which the school meets the needs of the range of pupils on the school’s roll.

Inspectors will consider how well:

· a suitably broad and balanced curriculum, and the system of assessment, sets out what pupils are expected to know, understand and do, and when
· the assessment system is linked to the school’s curriculum
· information about what is taught in the curriculum is shared with parents and carers, including meeting the statutory requirement to make curriculum information available on the school’s website
· the school uses detailed formative and summative assessment to ensure that pupils, teachers and parents know if pupils are achieving the expected standard or if they need to catch up
· assessment information, including test results, are used by leaders and governors to improve teaching and the curriculum for all pupils.

Also, how the school:

· emphasises the necessary priorities for ensuring that all pupils make excellent progress in communication, reading, writing and mathematics
· promotes high levels of achievement and good behaviour 
· promotes the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of all pupils, including through the extent to which schools engage their pupils in extra-curricular activity and volunteering within their local community
· provides timely independent information, advice and guidance to assist pupils on their next steps in training, education or employment.
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