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National Sensory Impairment Partnership
Workstream 4: 
Curriculum Development 
April 2014 BRIEFING NOTE

We are grateful to the DfE, Ofqual and the NGA for information contained within this briefing.

1. Curriculum reform

Summary of changes to the National Curriculum
· The elements that require statutory force will come into effect for the majority of year groups from September 2014.
· For pupils in year 2 and year 6 the new English, mathematics and science programmes of study will be introduced from September 2015.

· The DfE reminds schools that they should remember that the school curriculum comprises all learning and other experiences that each school plans for its pupils. The national curriculum forms just one part of the school curriculum.

· Schools are free to choose how they organise their school day, as long as the content of national curriculum programmes of study is taught to their pupils.

· Teachers should develop pupils’ numeracy and mathematical reasoning in all subjects so that they understand and appreciate the importance of mathematics.

· Teachers should develop pupils’ spoken language, reading, writing and vocabulary as integral aspects of the teaching of every subject.

· There is a heavy emphasis on the use of phonics in the early teaching of reading when children start school.

· By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study.

· All schools are also required to set out their school curriculum for English, mathematics and science on a year-by-year basis and make this information available online.

Assessment issues
· National curriculum levels will be removed and not replaced.

· Instead the new NC Programmes of Study set out what pupils should be taught by the end of each key stage.

· There will be no prescribed system for ongoing assessment and reporting. Schools will create or choose their own. 
· There will be baseline testing, probably for five year olds but possibly at the end of KS1. 

· SATs at KS1 and KS2 will continue, but will be more demanding. The new versions will be used from summer 2016.
MFL P-scales
Following the changes to the national curriculum, which come into effect in September 2014, the teaching of Foreign Language is now a statutory obligation at key stage 2. To align the new national curriculum with P-scale performance descriptions, the Department is looking to cross-apply the content of the existing Modern Foreign Language P-Scales to the new subject of Foreign Language at key stage 2. The content of the performance descriptions will remain the same.

Testing for 7 years olds 
This is a document for the test developers of the new KS1 SPaG test for delivery from 2016

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/295157/2016_Key_Stage_1_English_grammar__punctuation_and_spelling_test_framework.pdf  

Colleagues have raised concern about two areas:
Paper 1 (Grammar and Punctuation) The intention is that children will be given a prompt or stimulus in order to produce a short piece of writing (or more than one piece of writing) and this will be introduced verbally by the test administrator. 

· For deaf children we would want to make sure that this was presented by someone known to the deaf child and who also understood the importance of acoustics etc. Clearly if the child was a BSL user there would need to be an interpreter present, but this is usually covered in the Assessment and Recording Arrangements. 
· For children with vision impairment it is important that the stimulus is meaningful to them and does not assume visual experience.

More concerning is the fact that this test will also assess handwriting, albeit for only 4% of the marks (but could determine a pass or fail).  
· This is potentially unfair for deaf children who need to concentrate more on thinking about the grammar and spelling content and the instructions for the test than their peers.  Therefore, it is unlikely they would be producing their ‘best’ handwriting in such situations.

· There are obvious concerns about assessing handwriting for children with vision impairment. It is not clear how children who use braille will be assessed as there is no braille equivalent to handwriting. Also will all partially sighted children have their handwriting assessed and if so, how will their disability be taken into account? 

2. Qualifications reform

Reforms to GCSEs

On 9th April Ofqual confirmed the assessment arrangements and structure of a range of GCSEs that will be taught from September 2016. 

Geography and history

Geography will be an untiered GCSE and will be assessed by exam only. Students will still have to complete two pieces of fieldwork, and some exam questions will assess the skills and knowledge learnt from the fieldwork activities. 

History will also be untiered and assessed by entirely by exam. 

Science

Science GCSEs will be tiered. Students who take foundation tier assessments will be able to achieve up to a grade 5. Ofqual will be re-consulting on the assessment arrangements for the science subjects. 

http://ofqual.gov.uk/documents/update-reforms-made-gcses/

Modern foreign and ancient languages

Ofqual has launched a consultation proposing assessment arrangements and design details for modern foreign language GCSEs and ancient language GCSEs. These subjects are also due for first teaching in 2016. 

http://comment.ofqual.gov.uk/modern-foreign-and-ancient-languages/

Other GCSE subjects

The Secretary of State for Education, Michael Gove, wants religious studies, design and technology, art and design, drama, dance, music, physical education, computer science and citizenship studies ready for teaching from September 2016.. 

Ofqual will consult on the assessment arrangements for these subjects later this year. 

Ofqual will also consult on plans for reform for other current GCSE subjects. The proposal is that all GCSEs taught from 2017 will be new qualifications. This does mean that GCSEs that are not replaced will be withdrawn. 

It was also announced that GCSEs and A levels in the following subjects will be redeveloped and introduced from 2016:
· GCSEs in art and design, dance, drama, music, design and technology, computer science, citizenship, religious studies and PE

· A levels in dance, drama, music; design and technology, religious studies and PE

The DfE has just released a document providing information about the
implementation of the new curriculum and related matters. It covers
resources available for different subjects, information about
assessment, accountability and qualification reform and provides a
timeline of the changes. It can be accessed on the NatSIP website at
www.natsip.org.uk/ or on the DfE website at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-and-assessment-information-for-schools
GCSE English and English language, Speaking and Listening
Ofqual has confirmed that speaking and listening assessment results would not contribute to the overall grade in GCSE English and English language in England. This change will come into effect for awards made summer (2014). A score or result for speaking and listening skills will instead be reported separately on the GCSE certificate.

The balance between exams and controlled (internal) assessment in these qualifications will also change. Under the current arrangements, controlled assessments make up 60 per cent of marks (20 per cent speaking and listening and 40 per cent reading and writing), with written exams counting for 40 per cent. In future, written exams will count for 60 per cent of marks and the reading and writing controlled assessments will count for 40 per cent.
Setting the grade standards of new GCSEs in England

Ofqual is currently consulting on new grade standards using numbers instead of letters. The proposal is that in the first year in which new GCSEs are awarded, grade boundaries should be set so that students who would previously have been expected to be awarded a grade C or above will be awarded a grade 4 or above. This approach will:

· protect the interests of students taking the new GCSEs in the first year
· provide a reference point to help understanding of how the new grades relate to the current ones and

· allow greater discrimination between students who currently achieve a grade C or above, as they will be able to be awarded one of six grades (4–9) rather than one of four (C–A*).
As part of Ofqual’s proposals, the regulator suggests anchoring the current grade C to the new grade 4. It also suggests that the same proportion of students should get a 7 of above as currently get A or A*, and that the top grade, 9, will be awarded to a smaller proportion of students than currently get an A*.
The document includes the initial equality analysis that considers whether any of the options and proposals might have a positive or negative impact on people with a particular protected characteristic as defined by the Equality Act 2010. Their conclusion is:

“We have not identified any potential negative impact on students who share any 
of the protected characteristics that might arise from our proposal that the grade 

boundaries of the new GCSE grades should be determined statistically, nor 

have we identified any negative impact resulting from our proposals to use 

particular existing grades as reference points for grades in the new GCSE 

qualifications.”
The closing date for responses to the consultation is 30th June 2014.
AS and A levels

In March last year the Government decided that AS qualifications should be separated from A levels. Ofqual has confirmed that although they will be separate qualifications, AS qualifications can be designed by exam boards to be taught alongside the first year of an A level. 

Both AS and A level qualifications will be assessed at the end of the course. If students take an AS and move onto an A level in the same subject, this means they will be reassessed on the material they’ve already covered. 

It is intended that all AS qualifications (with the exception so far of art and design) will be assessed completely by exam. 

Ofqual’s summary to be found at http://ofqual.gov.uk/documents/update-reforms-made-qualifications-levels/ explains more about these decisions, and confirms the 15 subjects being reformed for first teaching in September 

Subject specific decisions – science

Two grades will be awarded in A level science subjects; an exam grade and a pass or fail grade for practical skills.

Students will be expected to carry out at least 12 practical activities over their course of study, and written exams will include questions that reflect the experiments carried out. The document linked explains more about how this will work. 

Subject specific decisions – English

Ofqual thinks that non-exam assessment is essential to A levels in English language, English literature and English language and literature. Non-exam assessment will count for 20 per cent in each of these subjects but this does not apply to GCSE’s. 
3. Accountability measures

Primary assessment and accountability

The main changes to assessment and accountability at primary level are:

· The introduction of a baseline check in reception, against which progress at the end of key stage KS2 will be measured.

· More challenging tests at the end of KS2 that will report a scaled score, rather than a level. These tests will be externally set and marked and will be used for school performance measures from 2016 onwards.

· A new floor standard will be introduced, which will be based on the progress made by pupils from reception to the end of primary school.

· Schools will be expected to ensure that 85% of pupils reach the new expected standard. There is currently no detail of what this will be, apart from that it will be similar to a level 4b under the current system.

· From September 2016, the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) profile will no longer be compulsory.

· The grammar, punctuation and spelling test will not form part of the primary floor standard in 2014.
 
Schools will be able to opt in to the new reception baseline from September 2015 – these schools will have their progress measured in 2022 (when pupils reach the end of KS2) based on either the reception baseline or KS1 results, whichever shows the most progress. However, from September 2016 the reception baseline will be the only measure used to assess progress. Schools that choose not to use an approved baseline assessment from 2016 will be judged on the 85% attainment standard alone.
 
Junior and middle schools will be above the floor standard if pupils make sufficient progress at KS2 from KS1, or 85% or more of pupils reach the new expected standard at the end of KS2. The Department for Education will be considering arrangements for measuring progress of pupils in infant or first schools from the reception baseline. P-scales will be retained unchanged for pupils who are not able to access the relevant end of key stage test.
Reforming the accountability system for secondary schools

The government's case for change is largely to remove perverse incentives for schools to focus on GCSE students at the C/D borderline. From September 2016, instead of the current 5 A*-C measure schools will be required to publish on their website:

· Progress across a suite of 8 subjects, as measured from end of key stage 2 statutory assessments ("Progress 8")

· Average attainment across 8 subjects ("Attainment 8")

· The percentage of pupils achieving grade C in GCSE English and maths

· The percentage of pupils achieving the EBacc


These measures will also be the headline indicators in school performance tables. The government are investigating including a destination measure as the fifth indicator, and are currently reviewing the robustness of the statistics on which this would be based. 

The subjects included in the "Progress 8" and "Attainment 8" measures must include English, maths, three "EBacc" subjects and three qualifications from any category (including vocational qualifications). 

The floor standard for schools will be based on the Progress 8 measure, which means that schools with challenging intakes will not be penalised. Schools will fall below the floor standard if pupils make an average of half a grade less progress than expected across their 8 subjects. So, for example, a school is underperforming if its pupils were expected to gain 8 Cs (because that’s what their peers, with similar prior attainment, secure elsewhere in the country) but they actually achieve fewer than 4Cs and 4Ds. Schools where students gain on average a full grade or more higher than expected will be rewarded with the guarantee that Ofsted will not inspect the school for at least a year.

The new measures will come into force from September 2016, but schools will be able to opt in from 2015. Clearly the grades will have changed by then in the light of the current consultation.
· Reforming the accountability system for post-16

· The main changes to assessment and accountability at 16-19 are:

· New headline measures, to be first published in 2016 performance tables, which will include:

· progress (and a combined attainment/completion measure)

· attainment

· retention

· English and mathematics progress measures for those who did not achieve good grades at age 16

· destination

· New minimum standards from 2016 – these will be set separately for academic, Applied General, Tech Level and substantial vocational qualifications at level 2. These will apply to level 3 outcomes from the 2015/16 academic year and to level 2 substantial vocational qualifications from the 2016/17 academic year.


The DfE will publish a list of substantial vocational qualifications at level 2 that will be included in headline measures. Schools will be able to defer the inclusion of pupil results in performance tables for one year, allowing lower attaining pupils to spend an extra year working towards a vocational qualification. The DfE recognises that some pupils will be unable to gain any qualifications, and suggests that some of these pupils will be able to participate in work experience programmes such as Supported Internships. Destination statistics will be extended to include special schools from 2014, and the DfE is exploring additional destination categories, such as independent living.

4. Implications

As they become more aware of the range and nature of proposed changes to the curriculum and assessment process NatSIP colleagues are raising concerns. Throughout the consultation period NatSIP, along with professional bodies and voluntary bodies such as NDCS, RNIB, BATOD, VIEW and Sense have produced reasoned arguments as to why some of the changes will not be in the interests of students with sensory disabilities. Unfortunately, even though the government has recognised that such changes will have a deleterious impact, they have proceeded with them anyway even though there is little possibility of successful mitigation. The suggestion of extra time may be beneficial in limited cases but will not respond to the principal concerns. It is not unreasonable to suggest that sensory impaired candidates will be materially disadvantaged by the cumulative effect of these changes such as the removal of course work and tiering, the addition of SpaG marks and the changes to A and AS levels. NatSIP will continue to support colleagues and candidates through discussions at the highest level with DfE and Ofqual but it is disappointing that many of these changes are going ahead.

One issue relates to the removal of national curriculum descriptors. It seems that the intention is that pupils either ‘pass’ a year or do not – this does not show what they have achieved in many cases – only what they have not. A number of bodies including Ofsted and NASS are looking at how to respond to this to produce some suggested process which will make it easier to monitor and build on progress rather than recording failure. The National Association of Headteachers (NAHT) established a Commission on assessment in schools to examine testing and assessment in response to this decision by the Government. Its report can be found here: www.naht.org.uk/assets/assessment-commission-report.pdf
NatSIP will follow these developments and participate where possible. 
It is clear that these changes to both curriculum and qualifications are here to stay and therefore we need to concentrate on how best to prepare students to take the exams under these changed circumstances; this will need to start as soon as the pupils start secondary school so that practice is embedded in their classroom experience. 
NatSIP will remain alert to any further changes and respond to any forthcoming consultation but always warmly welcomes comments and suggestions from affiliates.
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